
Tips from

Counterterrorism 
Expert

L ast year we interviewd 
Security Consultant and 
Counterterrorism Expert 
Juval Aviv, who was born 

in Israel, served as an IDF offi-
cer and Mossad agent. He told us 
about special operations that he led 
and we talked about terrorism. The 
article is on our website, Imageusa.
com. 

Today he is the president and 
CEO of Intefor Inc, an international 
corporate intelligence and investi-
gation firm that works with US and 
foreign law firms, leading financial 
institutions, multinational corpora-
tions, insurers and governmental 
agencies conducting investigations 
throughout the world. 

We recently had the opportu-
nity to speak with Mr. Aviv, again. 
He told us about the importance of  
being aware of our surroundings, 
the Paris attacks and he offered tips 
for staying safe. 

“Recent events in Paris under-
score the need for awareness and 
preparedness—to be alert and vigi-
lant to surroundings and unusual 
activity,” he began.

“In recent speaking engage-
ments, I mentioned the great prob-
ability of events such as those 
in Paris, as terrorists search for 
what they consider soft targets. 
Unfortunately, this has become a 
tragic reality. I reiterate that this is 
likely not the last one. The holidays 
ahead may be an attractive time for 
terrorists.”  

He continued, “Governments 
have not been strong in prevent-

ing terrorist acts, only in reaction 
to them. This behooves every fam-
ily to rely on protecting themselves. 
No terrorist events have occurred 
in the US since 9/11, but this does 
not mean we are immune. Terrorist 
groups may be aiming for easy tar-
gets in Europe before heading to the 
US, so having a family survival plan 
is essential, not a luxury. 

S A F E T Y

Juval Aviv

TIPS 
• As much as possible and feasible, stay away from large crowds—

shopping malls, mass transportation, sporting events—at least for 
the next few months. These are appealing to terrorists for their sheer 
numbers.   

• Modify your daily routine, if you can. Don’t take the subway during 
rush hour; if you have to go to a mall, do it at an off time, etc.  

• Prepare a home emergency kit of essentials should you and your 
loved ones need to leave in a hurry.  

• Arrange a contingency meeting place in case an event occurs 
in your neighborhood. Unless you have planned in advance with your 
family, it will be too late once an event occurs.  

• Create a family phone tree to ensure that all members can coor-
dinate in times of crisis.

Mr. Aviv also gave us a Terrorism Risk Scorecard which he asked 
us to share with our readers. Just fill it out, add up your score and see 
if you’re at risk.






